This month we have loved getting outside in the glorious sunshine and becoming enthusiastic and energetic
nature explorers. We have been engaging with the natural world around us and looking around Wendy Wood
for signs of visitors and residents in the form of bugs and creepy crawlies. We not only looked carefully under
logs and in our bug hotel, but we also looked at the leaves on the tress and the nettles for signs of life and we
found caterpillar eggs and holes in the leaves where we think that bees and caterpillars have been feeding.
The children loved this activity and spent lots of time talking about the different insects they have come across
– perfect preparation for National Insect Week in June.
We have also participated in activities celebrating Plant Conservation Day, looking at the different species of
tree, documenting what we found and the differences in the leaves and bark. We marked off what we found
on our tree spotter charts, we were very excited to find oak, silver birch and ash trees – all very different in
appearance, something that really starts some interesting conversation amongst the Sunflowers.
With plant conservation in mind, the Sunflowers were keen to discuss how we can help plants, trees and
wildlife to flourish, talking about how we can live alongside the natural world and enjoy our outdoor learning
areas without “upsetting” wildlife – lovely to see how the children are growing into respectful and sensitive
conservationists.

Other activities we have enjoyed this month included looking at different types of wildflowers. We saw
daisies, buttercups, poppies, dandelions and bluebells. We also loved bark and leaf rubbing, comparing the
patterns and talking about the texture of the tree bark.
Next month we will participate in National Insect Week and can’t wait to look for, and discuss, all the
wonderful creepy crawlies and flying insects that call Wendy Wood their home!

