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Christmas Party: Wednesday 19
Party food for lunch, a visit to the grotto and lots of festive fun and games!

This is open to all Poppies, Daisies and Sunflowers. If your child does not attend on Wednesdays there will be no charge,
we just ask that you drop off at 9.15 am and collect at 12.15 pm.

Christmas closure: Friday 21* December, 6.15 pm.

New Year opening: Wednesday 2™ January, 7.45 am.

Your child’s attendance during December...

If you know the last day your child will be attending during December, please do let us know as soon as possible. This is
not only to help us with staffing and catering requirements but also so that we can organise your child's Christmas goodie
bag!

Please email: manager@thewendyhouse.org.uk or let a member of staff know when dropping off or collecting.

Thank you!
Please visit the Grotto & enjoy a mince pie!

One of the most exciting parts of Christmas at The Wendy House is helping the busy elves set up our Christmas Grotto!!

Please do take a few minutes to go down to the soft play to have a peek (open from week commencing Monday 10th
December) - just ask a member of staff and they will arrange for you to visit - please help yourself to a mince pie too.

A few general messages...

Please can we ask that parents DO NOT drive on the grass. This is not only for safety
reasons but, as you will no doubt be aware, we take great pride in our grounds and as such
ensure our groundsmen keep them in the best possible condition. On a more practical note
— driving on the grass at this time of year you are likely to get stuck!

The Grass

Thank you for your co-operation.
Home Diaries
Can we please ask that parents use the pink /blue home diaries to inform the Nursery staff of activities and experiences

the children enjoy away from the Nursery. This information is key to enabling us to develop and extend the children’s
learning by planning activities that reflect their interests at home and beyond. Thank you!




Remembrance Day

The Nursery was decorated in bold red poppies to celebrate all the men, women and animals that fought
bravely to help protect our freedom. All the rooms created their own poppy, forming a cascading field of
poppies to display proudly. The Sunflowers shared their feelings after either watching a parade on the television
or in their local village and towns. The children marched through our Nature Maze and practiced standing
really still for our minute silence.




Fun and games inside and out!
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Also this month, we were excited to learn that Angus and his family went on a train journey, which
sparked a musical interest of singing ‘Down by the station” and listening to the train sounds as the
Bluebells pressed buttons on our ICT toys. Laurence and Sen sat with Lisa to read ‘That’s not my Train’
feeling the patterns and making “Choo choo” sounds.

The Bluebells ended the month with animals in the small world trays, creating imaginary play
activities to capture each child’s interests. Angus and Chloe collected the farm animals loading them
into the tractor and taking them round the room. Emmie and Oliver showed much enjoyment feeling
the skin of the dinosaurs as they “Rooooooared”.

Conservation Cabin

The Bluebells enjoyed being inside the cabin as November brought wet starts to the days. This did not
dampen the Bluebell’s spirit and enthusiasm for the outdoors as they donned their waterproofs and
heading over with gusto, hearing the squelch under their feet! Great pleasure was had by all in
building log towers, helping Lisa and Sharon by passing them the logs then knocking them down to
start all over again. We also enjoyed lots of seasonal stories and songs.

With the whole Nursery learning about ‘National Tree Awareness Week’, the Bluebells layered
themselves up to go and see all the different trees around the Nursery grounds. We are so fortunate
that the children can get up close to nature by feeling the difference in their bark and seeing which
animals live in each of the trees and counting the leaves that have fallen from them.
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say each child’s name as they appeared out of the gllng in the process. We also ed the
peekaboo books with the Popples lifting the flaps to reVeaI what was hiding, féarnlng and perfecting
new words and repeating actions.

Conservation Cabin

A wet and damp November meant one thing for the Poppies - puddle jumping! With their boots and
waterproofs on, off they set to find the big puddles to splosh and splash in. Warming themselves on
their return to the Nursery in our heated boot room, the Poppies were toasty warm in no time and
loved the change in weather and fun the wet weather had brought.

We have also enjoyed lots of animal songs and stories inside the cabin and messy play activities. We
filled the tray with sand and soil, hiding leaves that we collected on our walks. The children would dig
and scrape away until unearthing the leaves and a few other surprises!

Finally, we celebrated the beauty of the trees whilst learning about ‘National Tree Awareness Week'.
The Poppies set off to find the different trees in our grounds, spending time looking at the different
leaves that had fallen from the trees and talking about how big and tall they are and if we could spread
our arms around them. Some of the trees are very big so we held hands and hugged the trees together!
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amount of dinosaur fossils he saw. The Daisies were so enthused by Rory’s tales that went on a hunt to
find fossils in the outside sand pit, using small brushes and developing delicate fine movements. Emily
was amazed when she found a fossil excitedly shouting, “Look at those marks” and pointing at the
skeleton of the dinosaur fossil. This opened up a world of questions from our budding palaeontologists
so we read many books on dinosaurs, talking about the differences in size, their scales and how they
move.

Conservation Cabin

With the cooler autumn days setting in, the Daisies have noticed the birds are back circling our
skyline hunting for food and resources to see them through winter. Robyn passed the binoculars out to
her friends where she would point saying, “Look, bird in sky”. All of the Daisies would look
desperately trying not to miss the opportunity to see a bird soaring freely. Knowing it is going to get
even colder the Daisies have been leaving more bird food out and dotting it in more high-level places
for the birds to feast on before winter sets in.

The Daisies also looked at ‘National Tree Awareness Week’, looking at the different shapes and
patterns of the tree bark. The Daisies moved around the grounds enjoying a bark rubbing exercise
where they rubbed bark from each tree, comparing similarities and differences in the patterns on the

paper.
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This then lead to the children talking about ice and how it forms with us also carrying out a series of
experiments. We hid objects in the ice, selecting tools to try and break the ice. We also used warm
and cold water to help melt the ice, predicting which would be more helpful, all agreeing in the end
that the warm water helped the most.
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Conservation Cabin

As part of ‘National Tree Awareness Week’, the Sunflowers carried out a tree census to count how
many trees we have in our grounds and to identify all the different types. We walked around the
grounds holding our clipboards to tally them up, finding 4 different types and a total of 29 trees. We
used factsheets to help the Sunflowers learn what each tree provided nature with and how animals
may use the natural resources.

We also enjoyed a frosty woodland walk following a rather chilly evening. The Sunflowers enjoyed
looking at the frosty spiders webs in the trees and bushes and crunchy sounds underfoot as they
walked through the nature maze.




