The Wendy House Impington
December Newsletter 2018
Christmas is coming......
We love Christmas at The Wendy House and seeing the excitement build in the children as the big day
approaches. It really is the most magical time of the year, capturing the children’s imaginations as they tell
tales of Christmas past and look forward to spending time with their loved ones and of course the annual visit
from a certain jolly elf! Christmas provides the most amazing learning experience for the children from the
sounds, colours, shapes, textures, along with the many sensory experiences and all help us to create some
lovely activities that help children of all ages learn and develop. It is also a time for the children to develop an
understanding of the more meaningful elements of Christmas so that children understand that the festival is
more than just receiving presents.
We have so many exciting activities planned for the children and hope you look forward to hearing all about
them.

Dates for your diary - A final reminder of the upcoming dates this December:
Christmas Party: Thursday 20th December.
Party food for lunch, a visit to the grotto and lots of festive fun and games!
This is open to all Poppies, Daisies and Sunflowers. If your child does not attend on Thursdays there will be no
charge, we just ask that you drop off at 9.15 am and collect at 12.15 pm.
Christmas closure: Friday 21st December, 6 pm.
New Year opening: Wednesday 2nd January, 7.30 am.

Your child’s attendance during December…
If you know the last day your child will be attending during December, please do let us know as soon as
possible. This is not only to help us with staffing and catering requirements but also so that we can organise
your child's Christmas goodie bag!
Please email: impington@thewendyhouse.org.uk or let a member of staff know when dropping off or
collecting.
Thank you!

Please visit the Grotto & enjoy a mince pie!
One of the most exciting parts of Christmas at The Wendy House is helping the busy elves set up our
Christmas Grotto!!
Please do take a few minutes to go down to the soft play to have a peek (open from week commencing
Monday 10th December) - just ask a member of staff and they will arrange for you to visit - please help
yourself to a mince pie too.

Bonfire Night Fun!

Fun and games in and around the Nursery…

News from the Rooms...
Bluebells
Bonfire Night
November started off with a bang with the Bluebells getting creative making firework pictures for
Bonfire Night. The children used sticks to create marks in brightly coloured paint on black paper,
interpreting the fireworks in the sky. Robert enjoyed using the dabbers to create his marks whilst
Viola used her hands to move them through the paint to create the whiz, pop and bang effects.
The Bluebells were mesmerised by the bright colours so Charlotte made some sensory bottles that
were vibrant in colour and noisy to shake. The Bluebells excitedly shook the bottles and enjoyed
listening to the different sounds they made. During the day, the Sunflowers enjoyed a bonfire at
Wendy Wood and the Bluebells watched from a safe distance, transfixed on the flames as they
flickered and moved in the gentle breeze. When back in the Nursery we created a bonfire collage
with red, orange and yellow tissue and crepe paper as well as sticks and twigs we collected from the
meadow. We then rounded off our Bonfire Night celebrations with tea around our homemade
campfire and enjoyed a special seasonal treat of homemade hot dogs and soup.
Around the Nursery, inside and out!
The Bluebells have enjoyed looking at different animals this month, inspired by numerous days out
with family. We were delighted to read all about Emily’s animal adventures in her pink book and
following this we decided that we would make our own animal picture, using pens and pencils to
colour and draw. Our small world animal scene was also a big hit with children, as they explored the
animals and habitats, imitating the sounds they make and playing happily alongside each other.
Rufus imitated the animal sounds saying, “Moooo, woof, quack quack”, it was a lot of fun!
Continuing with developing the children’s senses, we added the animals to the sand, which Finley,
Viola and William all loved. They smiled as they pulled the animals along, revealing a trail in the
sand behind them. Finley then added a sieve to the sand and couldn’t take his eyes off the sand
falling through the holes every time he lifted it up.
Remembrance Day
Also this month we celebrated the 100-year anniversary of the Poppy appeal.
To mark the occasion the Bluebells made salt dough medals, manipulating each of the ingredients
with their hands, before mixing it together, with Charlotte’s help! Toby enjoyed poking and prodding
the mixed dough with his fingers, watching it change shape before we cut them to shape and size
using cutters. The Bluebell room was also awash with red as the children used their hands to make
Poppies. The children happily dipped their hands in the red paint or giggling as the paint was
brushed onto their hands before printing onto the paper.
We would like to offer a warm welcome to Rafferty who is joining us this month - we hope you
have a lovely time. We would also like to say goodbye to Rufus who is making his way across to
Nursery House to join the Poppy room - we hope you have a wonderful time and we’ll see you in
the garden.

Poppies
Bonfire Night
What a busy month November has been for the Poppies. The children have had a wonderful time
celebrating Bonfire Night, with some children joining their families at local firework displays or
others watching it from their bedroom windows. We decided to create colourful pictures of the
fireworks we had seen. The children were provided with toothbrushes and brightly coloured paint,
the brush was dipped in the paint and then the children brushed it across the paper. Nina loved the
back and forth technique, watching the brush as it left marks on the paper and Lucie enjoyed tapping
the brush to create smaller marks. We finished off Bonfire Night with tea in the meadow, sitting with
the Daisies and mesmerised by the real fire as we enjoyed our homemade hot dogs and soup around
the campfire.
Around the Nursery
The children had a great time jumping up and down in puddles after Duncan has spent time doing
this over the weekend with his Mummy and Daddy. As luck would have it, the rain hadn’t stopped
so that we could continue this in the garden at Nursery. Before going out, we all put on our
wellington boots and when outside jumped around splashing each other! Duncan was very excited
and pushed a scooter through the puddle, looking at the trails it left behind and shouting, “Puddle
puddle puddle”! We moved the fun onto small-scale mark making. Setting up paint and cars the
children dipped the cars into the paint and then pushed them around their paper, “Zoom zoom” they
repeated.
We have also enjoyed lots of sensory activities, using different materials such as sand, stones, shaving
foam, gel and soil. We put these in bags for the children to feel inside, carefully moving their hands
around with the adults asking what it felt like. The children enjoyed washing their hands in between,
making sure they were nice and clean before using the towel to dry them, showing good self care
skills in the process.
Remembrance Day
Also this month we celebrated Remembrance Day. Each child made a poppy to take home by
painting their hands red and printing it onto paper. This was lots of fun as it encouraged the children
to get messy and enjoy the experience, giggling as the paint touched their hands. We then moved
onto producing a big poppy using glue and tissue paper, rolling the paper into little balls and sticking
them onto card. We got very sticky, but once finished we were proud to show this off to our parents
by hanging it on the door in memory of the fallen soldiers.
We would like to give a warm welcome to Rufus who will be joining us from the Bluebells - we
hope you continue to have lots of fun with us.

Daisies
Bonfire Night
What a busy month we have had in the Daisy room started off by learning about Bonfire Night.
Benedict had seen fireworks during the weekend with his family and he enjoyed the colours and the
sounds that they made. We started off the week with splatter firework pictures, using bright coloured
paint and brushes to splatter the paint onto the paper. Benedict was keen to show off his firework
voice sounds and said, “Goes bang, crackle bang, wheeee”! Matilda also saw the fireworks and gave
us her interpretation, “Wheeee, it went over there” she said. We carried this theme on to the
following day but decided to make marks on a larger scale so we went out into the garden and used
powder paint to splat onto the pavements. Maya-Rae was very excited and Katie told us there was a
“Big bang”. We finished off our firework extravaganza by having our tea in the meadow. We lit the
campfire just like some of the children had observed at displays and enjoyed a tasty tea consisting of
homemade hotdogs and soup – it was delicious!
Around the Nursery
Over the weekend, one of the Daisies got a new train and another went on a train ride so we decided
to base our activities around trains and train stations. First of all we needed tickets, so the children sat
down and created their own train tickets to allow them to ride the ‘Daisy Express’. Freya said, “On
the train, we need a ticket”, with Oscar adding, “This train goes to London”. The experience
encouraged the children to share with Jacob and Benedict sharing the tickets so that all the children
could board the train and enjoy the adventure. The conversation turned to what the children
remembered from their past experiences. Anna recalled that she had been to London and said “You
go to London to see the London Eye”. We provided the children with photographs of different
London attractions for the children to discuss and to draw. We finished off the activity developing
our imaginations during small world play. We set up a big track on the floor and the children pushed
the trains around, talking about the landmarks they passed, from trees and forests to shops, hotels and
parks. Benjamin particularly enjoyed this activity, picking up the trains and moving them up and
down over the bridges, giggling as they built up speed downhill.
Remembrance Day
Also this month we celebrate 100 years of Remembrance Day. To mark this occasion, the children
got messy making salt dough medals. The children collected the flour, salt, water and oil and poured
it into a mixing bowl. They then used a spoon, and their hands, and mixed everything together to
create dough before rolling it out and cutting it into circle shapes for their medals. Once they had
dried, the children painted them a bronze colour and threaded through some ribbon. We also made
a poppy to take home and a large handprint poppy that we displayed in our room – we hope you got
to see them.
This month we say a sad goodbye to Thomas who is joining the Sunflower room. We will miss you
Thomas but hope you have lots of fun in Wendy Wood!

Sunflowers
Bonfire Night
What a busy month the Sunflowers have had. All the children enjoyed visiting the fireworks with
their families so we incorporated this interest into our daily activities, starting off with some splatter
painting. Emily set up the activity outside in the garden and gave each child some powder paint.
Anna excitedly said, “Fireworks have a countdown”, so the children started counting numbers, this
encouraged them to choose the correct numerals when counting backwards from 10 to 0. George
threw his paint onto the ground and watched it splatter “Fireworks go bang” he shouted with joy. We
added a ball to mixed paint, covering the balls before throwing them onto the paper and watching
the colour spray and leap across the paper. The children made predictions as to what the paint
would do when the balls bounced, agreeing that the ball would splatter and the paint bounce
around. The day was complete with a trip to Wendy Wood to tell Bonfire Night tales around the
campfire, whilst enjoying hot dogs and homemade soup for tea.
Around the Nursery
Over the weekend, Athena went horse riding for the first time and was very keen to tell her friends all
about it. A few of the other children also had trips out to see animals so we started the month discuss
different animals. Both Athena and George delighted in sharing their experiences with the group and
we created a painting station for the children to draw and paint their favourite animals. The children
used a variety of materials and tools to paint, such as brushes, dabbers and straws to bubble paint – it
was a lot of fun! Whilst bubble painting, Athena had her turn and said, “It’s like a volcano” as the
paint overflowed out of the cup. The Sunflowers were keen to learn more about this so decided to
take part in some experiments, mixing water, paint and shaving foam and using straws to blow
bubbles as hard as the could. The children talked about which would bubble the highest, with the
watery paint splattering everywhere whilst the shaving foam paint slowly poured over the sides of the
cup.
During Megan’s holiday, she took part in a baking class, baking some delicious gingerbread men.
This caused much excitement amongst the Sunflowers, with all of the children wanting to bake their
own tasty treats. The children helped to select and weigh the ingredients, talking about what was
needed and discussing quantities and using mathematical language such as more and less. Once the
mixture was rolled out, the children selected their own cutters, showing huge pride when their
delicious biscuits were ready to eat!
Remembrance Day
Also this month we celebrated Remembrance Day. Emily told the children that 100 years ago many
soldiers went to war and that the poppies help us to remember how brave soldiers are. The children
already had some knowledge of this and Henry said “I can march like a soldier”, he stood up and
walked around marching and swinging his arms. The children then all got up and followed him
around marching like soldiers experimenting in moving in a variety of other ways. To mark this
occasion we made poppies and a poppy wreath to display in the Nursery.
We say a big hello to Thomas who is joining us from the Daisy room – don’t forget your wellington
boots for Wendy Wood.

