The Wendy House Impington
October Newsletter 2018
Dates for your diary:
Christmas Party: Thursday 20th December.
Party food for lunch, a visit to the grotto and
lots of festive fun and games!
We are very much looking forward to having lots of spooky fun
this month as we prepare for Halloween, and in particular our
Halloween party on Wednesday 31 October. We look forward
to sharing the photos next month.

This is open to all Poppies, Daisies and
Sunflowers. If your child does not attend on
Thursdays there will be no charge, we just
ask that you drop off at 9.15 am and collect
at 12.15 pm.

Please note the party will only be for children that usually attend
Wednesdays.

Christmas closure: Friday 21st December,
6 pm.

st

Children are welcome to wear fancy dress, however please can
we remind parents to keep this age appropriate and relevant to
your child’s interests, avoiding any outfits that have religious or
political connotations (as per our Equality Policy).

New Year opening: Wednesday 2nd January,
7.30 am.

Many thanks!

Wrapping up for autumn and winter!

Cakes

With the weather gradually getting chillier, please can we ask
that you ensure that the children have appropriate clothing,
coats and shoes and that bags are fully stocked with hats and
gloves. We intend to make the most of our wonderful outdoor
spaces and witness the changes to the environment first hand
and do not want any of the children to miss out.

Thank you!
Harvest
As you will have no doubt seen, harvest is in full swing
around the farm.
Please can you all be mindful of the farm traffic and pay
extra attention when dropping and collecting your children
and parking your cars.
Many thanks.

We would like to inform you that, in line
with our healthy eating and allergy
policies, we will no longer be accepting
cakes brought into Nursery.
Please rest assured that if your child is
celebrating their birthday we will make
them feel very special with plenty of
singing, dancing and birthday fun!
Thank you for your support.

The Wendy House Conservation activities
World Rhinoceros Day…

Harvest Festival…

Fun and games, inside and out!

News from the Rooms...
Bluebells
What a wonderful month the Bluebells have had. All of the children have been excited and welcoming
to their new friends that joined us, showing them the ropes and all the fantastic activities we take part in
at The Wendy House.
Fun in the Nursery
This month the children have enjoyed a variety of activities. We started off with play dough where
Chloe used tools to create different marks and patterns, but quickly found that by using her hands she
was able to manipulate it further. The children used their fingers to squeeze the dough and watched
excitedly as it appeared through their hands! This activity encouraged Toby to use tools, particularly the
brush to create his own marks in the sand, a perfect activity to help the children develop their fine
motor skills and also ‘brush up’ on their palmer grasp, which is using their whole hand to grasp tools.
Over the weekend, Emily and Rufus enjoyed trips to the farm with their families and as a result we
incorporated animals into our weekly activities. Charlotte provided the children with some animals and
paint where the children enjoyed stomping them onto the paper and looking at the marks left behind.
We then moved this onto the children using their feet to create footprints and turning them into their
favourite animals. Toby was a little unsure of the texture on his feet but loved putting his hands in the
paint, wiggling his fingers as he went. With the Bluebells still using their senses to explore, Hayley
provided ‘touch and feel’ books for the children to investigate and Alex loved to open the flaps and
even smiled when he saw himself in the mirror at the end of the book.
We had lots of fun in soft play, where the Bluebells allowed their imaginations to take over. Lucie had
been helping with the washing and household chores at home so she continued her interest by using
the soft play kitchen to help empty and fill the washing machine. We also love to throw the balls at one
another, laughing as they bounced off our friends - what a lot of fun!
Also this month, the Bluebells have had loved taking part in ‘Zero Waste Week’. Charlotte used cereal
boxes to create a fun game, filling them with bright colourful everyday objects and allowing the
children to see what they could find. Throughout the game, she removed certain objects they
particularly enjoyed finding, which encouraged the children to gain an understanding that things still
exist even when they are out of sight.
Meadow Time
The children have loved their time in the conservation cabin and the meadow. Betty enjoyed using
sticks she found to dig the mud to reveal marks, with the rest of the children really starting to show
interest in the natural materials around them. The Bluebells just love to explore the long wavy grass so
Charlotte made some natural paintbrushes to paint, which the children all found fascinating.
We like to say a sad goodbye to Lucie who is making her journey over to Nursery House - we can’t
wait to hear about all of your adventures out in the garden. We would also like to give a warm
welcome to Robert, Finley, Beatrice and Viola who are joining us this month - we hope you have a
fantastic time here at The Wendy House.

Poppies
Fun in the Nursery
The Poppies have had a lovely time, both at The Wendy House and at home. Claudia joined her family
at her local garden centre fete, where there were lots of art and craft stalls. We incorporated this into
our activities by providing the children with lots of different materials and glue to create colourful,
sparkling and textured collages. Finlay enjoyed swiping the glue spreader across his paper and Leah
enjoyed delicately dabbing hers before dropping the pieces on.
Over the weekend some of the children visited farms, so Kerrie set up the farm animals in mud and we
talked about where they live and what they like to eat. Oscar was very keen to get involved as he
stomped the animals around the tray. After lots of fun with the mud we exchanged this for paint,
allowing the Poppies to see the marks made more clearly. The children carefully dipped the animals
into the paint and then transferred onto the paper, taking care not to let them drip. Niko was very
inquisitive when it was his turn as he dipped the paint, turned it over and examined the paint on the
bottom of the animal’s feet. Finlay decided it was much more fun to use his hands in the paint and
using both of them he mixed the colours in a circular motion, what messy fun! During these painting
activities it presented an excellent opportunity for the children to talk about different colours,
successfully naming a few. To further develop their colour recognition Kerrie created a colour matching
game using painted recycled boxes. The children then had to place different coloured items into the
same coloured box - Ralph’s favourite was putting the yellow bottle in the yellow box.
Finally, this month the children took part in ‘Zero Waste Week’. The children collected recycled items,
which we used for the colour matching game, and also as water and food trays for the animals to ensure
the animals are finding plenty of food and drink.
Meadow Time
We have had such an amazing time outside, with our Poppies continually learning new things about
the environment. This month the children have participated in a variety of activities such as using the
logs as stepping stones, to develop a sense of balance; using natural resources like sticks, to create
marks in the mud; using binoculars to take a closer look at the wildlife; and taking in the fresh smell of
the leaves as they fall from the trees.
Fresh air and physical activity are so important for the children as it helps to keep them fit and improves
their health and well-being. We can’t wait to see how our outdoor activities develop over autumn and
into winter.
We would like to say a big hello to Lucie who is joining us from the Bluebell room - we hope you
enjoy your time with us in the Poppy room. We also have to say a sad goodbye to Sophia who makes
her way down the stairs to join the Daisies - we’ll see you on the way to the garden.

Daisies
Fun in the Nursery
We have been very busy in the Daisy room. Oscar and Benjamin enjoyed a trip to London with their
families so we decided to make ferris wheels just like the London Eye, talking about all the iconic sights
of our fabulous capital city. Oscar said “I sit on the train”, which sparked a lively conversation with
Tilly about transport who shouted, “I sit on aeroplane”! With this in mind we decided to use the
transport interest to produce some marks using cars in paint. Jacob was very excited about this activity
sharing “Car made colour on here” whilst Parker drove his car around in circles saying “Pink”.
Moving on from this, the children decided to create larger marks by stripping of their socks and dipping
their toes in the paint to create marks of different shapes and sizes. Maya-Rae stepped into the paint and
stomped her feet on the paper, watching the marks appear as she walked around. Continuing the focus
on our senses, the children made bread where they all helped to mix the ingredients, before using their
hands to kneed it and make it into different shapes. Whilst mixing the dough Jake noticed that the
mixture had sunk when the water was added saying, “Look it’s sinking”. Thomas also showed curiosity
about this and once mixed together asked, “where has the water gone”? We can’t wait to further
explore floating and sinking over the coming weeks and developing the children’s understanding of this
concept. The Daisies were very keen to try their freshly baked bread at teatime when the delicious smell
wafted through the Nursery – it was sensational!
Another keen interest this month has been birthday parties. Neve set up a party at Nursery but the
children commented that we needed decorations so we got busy and made a selection of colourful
bunting and paper chains. We used scissors, which developed their control of using one-handed tools,
and also discussed scissor safety. Once the decorations were dry we placed them around the room and
the children enjoyed an afternoon of dancing in their party hats and singing jolly songs.
Also this month, the children took part in ‘Zero Waste Week’. We collected lots of different recycling
materials and before placing them in the recycling bins Allison decided that the children could explore
these objects further, allowing them to categorise the objects into plastics, glass and cardboard - they all
did a wonderful job!
Meadow Time
The children have had a lovely time at the conservation cabin and in the meadow. They have
investigated their surroundings particularly taking note of the berries in the trees. They decided it was
best not to pick them and leave them for the birds to eat before winter comes. They also enjoyed
helping Allison dig a big hole so they could plant an apple tree, which was a wonderful gift from Zoey
as she left for school. Their imaginative play has really developed over their time in the meadow which
helps them to create some inspiring games during story time, messy play and construction.
The Daisies would like to say a big hello to Sophia who is joining us from the Poppy room - we hope
you continue to have lots of fun with us. We also say goodbye Eira and Evie T who continue their
journey through the gate to the Sunflower room – have fun in Wendy Wood girls!

Sunflowers
Fun in the Nursery
The Sunflowers have had much fun this month, both at home and at Nursery. With Zoe enjoying a trip
to a castle with her family we decided to put on our hard hats and head to the construction area in the
garden. Eric was keen to talk about what castles are made of “It’s made of bricks” he said, whist Digby
helped by saying “Put the bricks on top of each other”. With lots of discussions of how castles are
made, the children decided to do some brick printing, each choosing their own construction bricks and
dipping them in paint to create their own castle walls. With their imaginations running wild, they
continued to suggest who they thought may live in the castle. “Kings and Queens” Zoey said along with
Daisy correctly pointing out “Castles are big”. This activity then promoted lots of discussion about the
clothes that Kings and Queens wear, with the jewel encrusted crowns being the favourite item. The
Sunflowers then acted out their own castle role-play activity, sharing their own experiences of castles
and what they look like. We had royalty, dragons, knights, ogres, witches and wizards all making an
appearance at ‘Wendy Castle’! The Sunflowers also made shiny crowns to place upon their majestic
heads.
Over a weekend, lots of children celebrated Nina and Annabel’s birthday party, which involved lots of
sparkly face paint. We decided to make our own face paint and the children were encouraged to
choose a partner that they could draw. The children were given a clear sheet, which was then placed
gently onto their friends face and they used paint to draw the outlines of their nose, eyes and mouth.
Juliette said, “Do a smile” to her partner and Zoe noticed her friend’s eye colour stating, “Your eyes are
blue” and using the blue paint in a circular motion. This encouraged the children to take turns, share
the resources and also allowed them to think about the different colours they need for each particular
purpose.
Also this month the Sunflowers have taken part in ‘Zero Waste Week’. They enjoyed categorising the
plastic, glass and cardboard into the correct boxes and talked about what they need to do with them
after they had used them. Their favourite activity during the week was making their very own ‘Zero
Waste Superheroes’. They used pens and paper to draw them and placed them around the world in a
display, suggesting that the superheroes can use their powers to collect all of the recycling from around
the world and make the world and the sea much cleaner.
Meadow Time
As always the children have had a fantastic time out in the meadow and conservation cabin and
continue to enjoy their sessions immensely. They have enjoyed building dens and hammocks to relax,
left food for the birds and animals to eat before the winter sets in and have enjoyed making their own
music using the logs and sticks.
The Sunflowers would like to offer a very warm welcome to Eira and Evie T who join us from the
Daisy room - don’t forget you wellington boots for Wendy Wood girls!

